
 

 

November 12, 2021 
 
Statement from Burns & Levinson attorney Timothy Conlon 
 
Last Saturday, after meeting behind closed doors for nearly 6 hours, the North 
Kingstown School Committee (NKSC) released a statement regarding the North 
Kingstown School Department (NKSD)’s handling of a former coach. 
 
As has been reported, I represent some of the young men who have come forward 
regarding what took place at the school.  I was asked for a response to that statement.   
 
My clients want me to respond to that statement, and to Ms. Lima, the school 
committee member who has publicly revealed that it was her  . 
 
I will start with the School Committee’s public statement: 
 
The School Committee began by acknowledging that: 
 
“there is still information we need to learn.”  
 
We agree. 
 
The School Committee specifically cited an interest in determining what ‘actionable 
information’ the administration obtained and when. 
 
We want the School Committee to have that information. 
 
The School Committee states it wants transparency.  
 
We share that goal. 
 
Public awareness is step one in protecting students, and accountability.  In that regard 
I want to thank the media for its tireless efforts in pursuit of this story. 
 
The School Committee concluded by asking that “anyone with additional 
information contact the police and “the North Kingstown School Department.” 
 
I am going to provide this statement, and the accompanying documents to the North 
Kingstown School Committee, and, given NKSC’s stated interest in transparency, 
to the many media outlets that have requested comment. 



 

 

 
The School Committee’s statement provides that: 
 

“In 2018, the North Kingstown School Department received information from 
a former student,” the individual said he was ‘not naked’ during the test ‘and 
declined to provide any other information when questioned about the incident. 
  
 
We have additional information on that point. 
 
At least two alumini spoke with North Kingstown officials on a total of 4 occassions 
in 2018, and advised that they were naked when examined, alone with a school 
department coach, on school department property.  They identified the coach.  Each 
young man stated that he was touched, and subjected to a series of pinches using the 
employees fingers and a caliper device.  Both boys described one of the pinches was 
on his inner thigh within inches of his genitals. 
 
These young men made it clear at the time (2018) that their experiences were not to 
be taken in isolation, and that naked, one on one examination or ‘testing’ of students 
had been routinized within the school.  They further advised these practices were so 
routine that there had to be some level of awareness on the part of other school 
personnel at the time.  One young man named those officials who he believed had at 
least some knowledge of the practices. 
 
To our knowledge, no report was made regarding these matters to the Department 
of Education, or the Department for Children, Youth and Families at or around that 
time. 
 
The School Committee statement goes on to reference a report by “a separate former 
student” regarding that same coach’s activities, which report came to them in 
February of 2021, and indicates that the North Kingstown Police were “then notified 
of the allegation.” 
 
The School Committee does not make reference to, and we therefore do not know 
whether they are aware, that one of my clients communicated in writing with School 
Department officials Denise Mancieri, and Phillip Auger at that time.  His email  
  



 

 

advised that that these practices took place 
 

 with “dozens if not hundreds of boys” 
 
and that named employees: 
 

“watched us all go into [the] office frequently, only to come out with the forms 
you see attached.”  
 
I have provided redacted copies of these emails and the forms with this statement. 
 
To our knowledge, no report was made regarding these matters to the Department 
of Education, or the Department for Children, Youth and Families at or around that 
time. 
 
As part of my clients’ ongoing cooperation with Law Enforcement we have provided 
the Attorney General with un-redacted versions of these documents. 
 
Although there much more that I could say regarding the NKSC statement, I think it 
is important to address the families of the young men and the young men involved. 
 
Indeed, the NKSC statement is addressed to the “North Kingstown School Families 
and Community,” and expresses concern “with providing support and closure to any 
of our students and their families who may have been affected.” They urged such 
persons to “seek out counseling as needed.” 
 
I want to get some information out in that regard. 
 
We all understand that any parents’ obvious concern would be what happened to 
their child.  Having represented children and adult survivors for decades, the 
suggestion that counselling may be helpful, either to parents or children is spot on.   
 
I have read that one member of the Committee has made a personal public statement 
confirming that her child was tested by this coach.  She spoke of the difficulties of 
talking with her child. 
 
I also have spoken privately with parents of children who were at the school.   
 
I think it is important to stress that questioning of your child, even as a young adult, 
about what happened in a room when the child was alone, naked with an adult may 



 

 

not help at all.  For whatever psychological reason, I have had adult victims as clients 
for whom telling their parents was one of the hardest things they had to do.  They 
avoided it, and even hid what happened for years. 
 
 
DayOne - https://www.dayoneri.org - has been in the front line supporting children, 
families and adults in Rhode Island for decades when we are grappling with events 
that occurred during someone’s childhood. 
 
I have spoken with Peg Langhammer, the director of DayOne, and she has asked me 
to provide the following number specifically set up to address these needs. 
 
401.421.4100 x444 
 
If you or a family member need help in addressing this, or want to speak to a mental 
health professional they are available. 
 
To the extent that families have information in aid of our civil investigation on behalf 
of clients, or want to inquire to discuss to legal issues, they can contact my office at: 
 
 401.831.8370 
 
 
 
We have provided this statement to the Rhode Island Department of the Attorney 
General, the Rhode Island Department of Education, and the Rhode Island 
Department for Children, Youth, and Families, and encourage all persons with 
additional information to do so as well. 
 
 
I just want to commend the RI AG for their diligence in working with these young 
men. 
 











North Kingstown, RI  02852 

   

 
The information contained in this 
transmission may contain 
privileged and confidential 
information and is intended only 
for the use of the person(s) named 
above.  If you are not the intended 
recipient, you are hereby notified 
that any review, dissemination, 
distribution or duplication of this 
communication is strictly 
prohibited.  If you are not the 
intended recipient, please contact 
the sender by reply e-mail and 
destroy all copies of this message. 
Thank you. 

 
 
 
--  
Denise Mancieri, Ed.D. 
Assistant Superintendent 
North Kingstown School Department 

100 Romano Vineyard Way, Suite 120 

North Kingstown, RI  02852 
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